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The M ontana N atural H eritage Program (M TNH P) maintains an 
inventory of the elements of biological diversity in M ontana. The 
inventory focuses on plant species, animal species, plant 
communities, and biological features that are rare, endemic, 
disjunct, threatened, or endangered throughout their range or in 
M ontana, vulnerable to extirpation from M ontana, or in need of 
further research. 


T he attached list of animal species of special concern in M ontana 
is used to direct data acquisition by MTNHP, and to provide 
information to others on the current status of these species. It has 
been developed largely from information in the scientific 
literature, unpublished reports, agency databases, field research, 
and field inventories. T his information comes from a variety of 
cooperating local, state and federal agencies, private organizations 
and businesses, academic researchers, and interested individuals. 


Background information was obtained from sources such as 
Vertebrate Species of Special I nteret or Concern (Flath 1984, 
1995), P. D. Skaar’sM ontana Bird Distribution (M ontana Bird 
Distribution Committee 1996), Fishesof Montana (Brown 1971), 
the U SFWS’s Animal CandidateR eview for Liting asEndangeead 
or Threatened Species(61 FR 7596, Feb. 28, 1996), and from 
scientific literature, personal contacts, museum specimens, and 
MTNHP staff research. 


T his list is dynamic and is periodically revised as new data becomes 
available. Changes to the list since the previous edition (Reichel 
1997) are highlighted for quick reference. Printed revisions are 
produced annually, while regularly-updated versions are available 
from our office or viaour home page at www.nris.state.mt.gov/ 
mtnhp. Comments and suggestions are continually needed on this 
list, particularly regarding recommended additions or deletions. 
We also welcome new or updated location information for any of 
these taxa. 
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H eritage Program Ranks 


Taxa are evaluated and ranked by the H eritage Program on the 
basis of their global (range-wide) status, and their state-wide 
status. These ranks are used to determine protection and data 
collection priorities, and are revised as new information 
becomes available. 


A scale of 1 (critically imperiled) to 5 (demonstrably secure) is 
used for these ranks. Each species is assigned the appropriate 
combination of global (G) and state (S) ranks. 


Example: M erriam’s shrew =G5/ S3 (i.e., species is 
demonstrably secure globally; in M ontana is found within a 
restricted range). 


Global and state ranks are assigned according to a standardized 
procedure used by all Natural H eritage Programs (The N ature 
Conservancy 1992), and are briefly defined below. 


Rank Definition 

G1S1 Critically imperiled because of extreme rarity (5 
or fewer occurrences, or very few remaining 
individuals), or because of some factor of its 
biology making it especially vulnerable to 
extinction. 
I mperiled because of rarity (6 to 20 occurrences), 
or because of other factors demonstrably making 
it very vulnerable to extinction throughout its 
range. 
Either very rare and local throughout its range, or 
found locally (even abundantly at some of its 
locations) in arestricted range, or vulnerable to 
extinction throughout its range because of other 
factors; in the range of 21 to 100 occurrences. 
Apparently secure, though it may be quite rare in 
parts of its range, especially at the periphery. 
Demonstrably secure, though it may be quite rare 
in parts of its range, especially at the periphery. 
Possibly in peril, but status uncertain; more 
information needed. 
H istorically known; may be rediscovered. 
Believed to be extinct; historical records only, 
continue search. 


Other H eritage C odes 


A Accidental in the state; including species (usually 
birds or butterflies) recorded very infrequently, 
hundreds or thousands of miles outside their usual 


range. 
A state rank modifier indicating breeding status for 
a migratory species. Example: S1B,SZN - breeding 
occurrences for the species are ranked S1 (critically 
imperiled) in the state, nonbreeding occurrences are 
not ranked in the state. 
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An exotic established in the state; may be native in 
nearby regions. 

Element represents a hybrid of species 

A state rank modifier indicating non-breeding status 
for amigratory species. Example: S1B,SZN — 
breeding occurrences for the species are ranked S1 
(critically imperiled) in the state, nonbreeding 
occurrences are not ranked in the state. 

Indicates the element may potentially occur in the 
state. 

Taxonomic questions or problems involved, more 
information needed; appended to the global rank. 
Reported in the state; but lacking documentation 
which would provide a basis for either accepting or 
rejecting the report. 

Rank for subspecific taxon (subspecies, variety, or 
population); appended to the global rank for the 
full species. 

Ranking not applicable. 

Captive or Cultivated: extant only in captivity or 
cultivation, or as areintroduced population not yet 
established. 


Fish and Wildlife Service Status 


The abbreviations in this column denote the categories defined 
in the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service N otice of Review (1980, 
1983, 1985, 1990, 1993, 1996) and indicate the status of a 
taxon in M ontana under the federal Endangered Species Act of 
1973 (16 U.S.C.A. § 1531-1543 (Supp. 1996)). Categories are 
listed below: 


LE listed endangered 

LT listed threatened 

PE proposed endangered 

PT proposed threatened 

C candidate--substantial information exists in U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service files on biological vulnerability to 
support proposals to list as endangered or threatened. 

XN non-essential experimental population 


Forest Service Status 


This column indicates the status of species on Forest Service 
lands as defined by the U.S. Forest Service manual (2670.22). 

T hese taxa are listed as such by the Regional Forester 
(Northern Region) on N ational Forests in M ontana. The Forest 
Service lists species as either: 


E edangered: federally listed as endangered 

T threatened: federally listed as threatened 

PT proposed threatened: federally-proposed as 
threatened 

S sensitive: animal species identified by the Regional 
Forester for which population viability is a concern as 
evidenced by significant downward trend in 
population or a significant downward trend in habitat 
capacity. 
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Bureau of Land Management 
Status 


This column indicates the status of species on Bureau of Land 
M anagement lands as defined by the BLM 6840 M anual. 


Ss) Special Status: federally-listed Endangered, 
Threatened, or Candidate species or other rare or 
endemic species that occur on BLM lands. 


Changes from the] une, 
1997 List 


The Eastern Red Bat has been added to the Species of Special 
Concern List after first-time observations were reported for 
Montana. The Boreal T oad and Northern L eopard Frog have 
been moved from the Watch List to the Species of Special 
Concern List following recent marked declines in numbers 
reported. And the Wood Frog has been moved from the 
Species of Special Concern list to the Watch List due to a lack 
of confirmed observations of the species in M ontana. 


The D eepwater Sculpin has been added to the Watch List as 
potentially occurring in M ontana following a report of the 
species being collected in Waterton Lake on the Canadian side. 
The Short-horned Lizard and Common Garter Snake have 
been added to the watch list due to the few numbers reported. 


Global and state ranks have changed for a number of species 
since the 1997 list. These changes are highlighted in the 
following pages. 
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M orelI nformation 


Extensive additional information, including location data, 
is available on all species listed here. MTNHP serves as an 
information clearinghouse, and each year responds to 
hundreds of data requests regarding plants, animals, and 
biological communities of special concern. 


To place a data request, contact us via phone (406-444- 
3009), email (mtnhp@state.mt.us), or use our on-line 
request form (www.nris.state.mt.us/ mtnhp). 


MTNH P’s website provides direct access to species 
data, photographs, search tools, and links to related sites. 
Visit us at www.mtnhp.gov. 


The preferred citation for this document is: 


Roedel, M.D. 1999. Montana animal species of special 
concern. [U npublished list.] M ontana N atural H eritage 
Program, H elena. 8 pp. 


M ontana N atural H eritage Program 


Watch List Species 


These species are not currently known to meet the criteria of 
the Species of Special Concern. They are on the Watch List for 
one or more of the following reasons: 

(1) there are indications that they may be less common than 


currently thought; 


(2) they are currently declining in M ontana or across much of 


their range; 


(3) there is so little information available that we cannot 


adequately rank them; and 


Fish 


M yoxocephalusthompsoni 
D eepwater Sculpin 

H ybognathusargyritis 
Western Silvery 

Minnow 

H ybognathus placitus 
Plains Minnow 

H ybopssgracilis 
Flathead Chub 


Amphibians 


Ascaphustrue 

Tailed Frog 
Bufo cognatus 

Great Plains T oad 
Spea bombifrons 

Plains Spadefoot 
Spea intermontana 

Great Basin Spadefoot 
Rana sylvatica 

Wood Frog 


Reptiles 


Phrynosoma hernandes 
Short-horned Lizard 
Sceloporus gr aci osus 
Sagebrush Lizard 
Eumeces xiltonianus 
Western Skink 
Thamnophissirtalis 


Common Garter Snake 


Birds 


Ardea herodias 
Great Blue H eron 
Lagopusleucurus 
White-tailed Ptarmigan 
C entrocercus urophad anus 
Sage Grouse 
Tytoalba 
Barn Owl 
Otusago 
Eastern Screech-owl 
Otuskennicottii 
Western Screech-owl 
Surnia ulula 
Northern H awk Owl 
Sdasphorusplatycercus 
Broad-tailled H ummingbird 
Laniusludovicianus 
Loggerhead Shrike 
Vermivora peregrina 
Tennessee Warbler 
M niotilta varia 
Black-and-white Warbler 
A mphispiza belli 
Sage Sparrow 
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(4) they are not known to have established breeding 
populations in M ontana, but are known from states or 
provinces near their border with M ontana and if they occur in 
M ontana they would be Species of Special Concern. 


While not actively soliciting information for these species, we 
are accumulating data as it is received for possible re-ranking of 
these species. M odifications to global and state ranks are the 
result of changes in either our knowledge of the species or 
actual changes in population status. 


Mammals 


M yotisyumanengs 

Yuma M yotis 
Sylvilagusfloridanus 

Eastern C ottontail 
Spilogale putorius 

Eastern Spotted Skunk 
Spilogale gracilis 

Western Spotted Skunk 


Insects 


Tanypteryx hageni 
Black Petaltail 
Cordulegaster dorsalis 
Pacific Spiketail 
Gomphusexternus 
Plains Clubtail 
O phiogomphus occidentis 
Sinuous Snaketail 
Aeshna canadanss 
Canada D arner 
Aeshna constricta 
Lance-tipped D arner 
Aeshna multicolor 
Blue-eyed D arner 
Aeshna stchenss 
Zigzag D arner 
Aeshna tuberculifera 
Black-tipped D arner 
Macromia illinoiengs 
Illinois River Cruiser 
Somatochlora minor 
Ocellated Emerald 


Libealula composta 
Bleached Skimmer 
Libalula nodicticta 
H oary Skimmer 
Pantala flavescens 
Wandering Glider 
Sympetrum madidum 
Red-veined M eadowhawk 
Lestesforcipatus 
Sweetflag Spreadwing 
Argia fumipennisviolacea 
Variable D ancer 
Argia alberta 
Paiute D ancer 
Comagrion angulatum 
Prairie Bluet 
Enallagma civile 
Familiar Bluet 
Enallagma clauum 
Alkali Bluet 
Arigomphuscornutus 
H orned Clubtail 


M ollusks 


R adiodiscusabietum 
Fir Pinwheel 
Polygyredla polygyrdla 
H umped Coin 
U dosarx lyrata lyrata 
Lyre M antleslug 
Promenetus exacuousmegas 
Prairie Sprite 
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Fish 
Scientific Name 


Cottusconfusus 
Cottusrhotheus 

Cottusrica 

Acipense transmontanuspop 1 


Scaphirhynchus albus 

Polyodon spathula 

Lepi osteus platottomus 
Oncorhynchusclarki bouvieri 
Oncorhynchus clarki lewis 
Oncorhynchus mykiss gairdneri 
Salvdinusconfluentus 
Thymallusarcticusmontanus 
Phoxinus eos x phoxinusneogaeus 
H ybopssgdida 

H ybopss meeki 

Semotilus margarita 
Cycleotuselongatus 
Percopssomiscomaycus 


Amphibians 


Scientific Name 


Plethodon idahoenss 
Dicamptodon aterrimus 
Bufo boreas 

Bufo hemi ophrys 

Rana pipiens 


Scientific Name 


Chdydra serpentina 
Trionyx spiniferus 

H eterodon nasicus 
Lampropetistriangulum 
Liochlorophis vernalis 


Birds 
Scientific Name 


Gavia imme 
Aechmophorus clarkii 


Global 
Rank 


Common Name 


Shorthead Sculpin 

Torrent Sculpin 

Spoonhead Sculpin 

White Sturgeon (Kootenai River 
Population) 

Pallid Sturgeon 

Paddlefish 

Shortnose Gar 

Yellowstone Cutthroat T rout 
Westslope Cutthroat Trout 
Interior Redband Trout 

Bull Trout 

M ontana Arctic Grayling 
Northern Redbelly X Finescale D ace 
Sturgeon Chub 

Sicklefin Chub 

Pearl Dace 

Blue Sucker 

Trout-perch 


Global 
Rank 


Common Name 


Coeur d’Alene Salamander 
| daho Giant Salamander 
Boreal T oad 

Canadian T oad 

N orthern Leopard Frog 


Global 
Rank 


Common Name 


Snapping T urtle 

Spiny Softshell 

Western H ognose Snake 
M ilk Snake 

Smooth Green Snake 


Global 
Rank 
Common Loon G5 


Clark's Grebe G5 


Common Name 
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State ESA USFS 


State 
Rank 


ESA USFS 


State 
Rank 


ESA USFS 


State 

Rank 

$2B,SZN S 
$2S4B,SZN 


ESA USFS 


Animal Species of Special Concern, September, 1999 


BLM 


BLM 


BLM 


BLM 


SS 
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Birds (continued) 
Scientific Name 


Pelecanusery throrhynchos 
N ycticorax nycticorax 
Cygnus buccinator 

H igrionicushistrionicus 
H aliaectus|eucoceohalus 
Accipiter gentilis 

Buteo regalis 

Falco peregrinus 
Tympanuchus phasandlus 
columbianus 

Coturnicops noveboracenss 
Grusamericana 
Charadriusmdodus 
Charadriusmontanus 

H imantopusmexicanus 
Laruspipixcan 

Sterna cagpia 

Sterna hirundo 

Sterna forsteri 

Sterna antillarum athalassos 
Chlidoniasnige 
Coccyzusamericanus 
Otusflammeolus 
Athenecunicularia 

Strix nebulosa 
Aegoliusfunereus 
Cypsdoi des niger 
Picoidesarcticus 
Empidonax alnorum 
Tyrannusvociferans 
Polioptila caerulea 

Spiza americana 
Ammodramus bairdii 
Ammodramus lecontai 
Ammodramusndsoni 


Mammals 
Scientific Name 


Sorex nanus 

Sorex merriami 

M yotis thysanodes 

M yotis septentrionalis 
Ladurus borealis 


Common Name 


American White Pelican 
Black-crowned N ight-heron 
Trumpeter Swan 

H arlequin Duck 

Bald Eagle 

N orthern Goshawk 
Ferruginous H awk 

Peregrine Falcon 

Columbian Sharp-tailed Grouse 


Yellow Rail 

Whooping Crane 
Piping Plover 

M ountain Plover 
Black-necked Stilt 
Franklin's Gull 
Caspian Tern 
Common Tern 
Forster's Tern 

Interior Least T ern 
Black Tern 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo 
Flammulated O wl 
Burrowing Owl 

Great Gray Owl 
Boreal Owl 

Black Swift 
Black-backed Woodpecker 
Alder Flycatcher 
Cassin's Kingbird 
Blue-gray G natcatcher 
D ickcissel 

Baird's Sparrow 

Le Conte's Sparrow 

N elson's Sharp-tailed Sparrow 


Common Name 


D warf Shrew 

M erriam's Shrew 
Fringed M yotis 
Northern M yotis 
Eastern Red Bat 
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Global State 
Rank Rank 
$2B ,SZN 


$2S3B,SZN 
S2B,S2N 
S2B,SZN 
S3B,S3N 

S354 

S3B,SZN 

$1S2B,SZN 

Sl 


S1B,SZN 
SZN 
S2B,SZN 
S2B,SZN 
S2B,SZN 
S3B,SZN 
S2B,SZN 
S3B,SZN 
S2B,SZN 
S1B,SZN 
S3B,SZN 
S3B,SZN 
S3B,SZN 
S3B,SZN 
S3 
S4 
S3B,SZN 
S3 
S1B,SZN 
$1S3B,SZN 
S1B,SAN 
$1S2B,SZN 
S3S4B ,SZN 
$1S2B,SZN 
S1B,SZN 


Global 
Rank 


ESA USFS BLM 


pending 
S 


ESA USFS BLM 
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M ammals (continued) 
Scientific Name 


Euderma maculatum 
Corynorhinustownsandii 
Lepuscalifornicus 
Brachylagusidahoengs 
Tamiasumbrinus 
Cynomysludovicianus 
C ynomysleucurus 
Perognathusparvus 
Chaetodipushigpidus 
Synaptomys bor ealis 
Zapushudsonius 
Canislupus 
Vulpes vel ox 

U rsusarctos hor ribilis 

M artes pennanti 

M usea nigripes 

Gulo guloluscus 

Lynx canadengs 

R angifer taranduscaribou 


M ollusks 


Scientific Name 


Discusbrunsoni 

H emphillia danids 

M agnipata mycophaga 
Zacoleusidahoends 
Oreohdix alpina 
Oreohelix amariradix 
Oreohdix carinifera 
Oreohelix drodi 
Oreohdix trigosa berryi 
Oreohelix yavapai mariae 
Oreohdix 9 3 
Oreohdix p 4 
Oreohdix 95 
Oreohdix 96 
Oreohdix 97 
Oreohelix 9 10 
Oreohdlix 9 11 
Oreohdix 9 31 

U dosarx lyrata russdli 
Lyogyr us greggi 
Amnicola sp 2 


Common Name 


Spotted Bat 

Townsend's Big-eared Bat 
Black-tailed J ack Rabbit 
Pygmy Rabbit 

U inta Chipmunk 
Black-tailed Prairie D og 
White-tailed Prairie D og 
Great Basin Pocket M ouse 
H ispid Pocket M ouse 
Northern Bog Lemming 

M eadow J umping M ouse 
Gray Wolf 

Swift Fox 

Grizzly Bear 

Fisher 

Black-footed Ferret 

North American Wolverine 
Lynx (US Lower 48 Population) 
Woodland Caribou 


Common Name 


M ission Range Disc 

M arbled J umping-slug 
Spotted Slug 

Sheathed Slug 

Alpine M ountainsnail 
Bitterroot M ountainsnail 

K eeled M ountainsnail 
Carinate M ountainsnail 
Berry’s M ountainsnail 
Gallatin M ountainsnail 
Bearmouth M ountainsnail 
Drummond M ountainsnail 
Brunson M ountainsnail 
Kintla Lake M ountainsnail 
Kitchen Creek M ountainsnail 
M issoula M ountainsnail 
Subcarinate M ountainsnail 
Byrne Resort M ountainsnail 
Russell M antleslug 

Rocky M ountain D uskysnail 
Washington D uskysnail 
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Global 
Rank 


G5 
G4 
G3 
G4T3 
G5 
G1 
G5T4 
G5T7Q 
G5T4 


Global 


Rank 
Gl 


G1G3 
G2G3 
G3G4 
G1 
G1G2 
G1 
Gl 
G5T2 
G47T1 
G1G2 
Gl 
G1G2 
Gl 
G1G2 
G1G3 
Gl 
G1G2 
Gl 
G3G4 
Gl 
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State 
Rank 


S182 
S2 
SH # 
S2 
S2 
SX 


State 
Rank 
S1 


$153 
$153 
$283 
Sl 
S182 
Sl 
Sl 
S182 
Sl 
S182 
Sl 
S182 
Sl 
$182 
$153 
Sl 
$182 
Sl 
Sl 
Sl 


ESA USFS BLM 


ESA USFS BLM 
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M ollusks (continued) 
Scientific Name 


Fluminicola fuscus 
Acroloxuscoloradenss 
Stagnicola drodianus 
Stagnicola montanenss 
Fisherola nuttalli 

Physa megalochlamys 


Scientific Name 


Microcylloepus browni 
Camisyoungi 
Phyciodes batedi 
Euphydryasgilletii 
Erpetogomphus des gnatus 
A@ehna subarctica 
Somatochlora albicincta 
Somatochlora walshii 
Erythemis collocata 
Leucorrhinia borealis 
Coenagrion interrogatum 
Enallagma optimolocus 
Isocapnia crinita 

I socapnia integra 
Utacapnia columbiana 
Lednia tumana 
Zapada cordillera 
Zapada glacie 

| soperla petersoni 

R hyacophila alexanderi 
R hyacophila ebria 

R hyacophila newdli 

R hyacophila glacieri 

A gapeétus montanus 


Common Name 


Columbia Pebblesnail 
Rocky M ountain Capshell 
Largemouth Pondsnail 

M ountain M arshsnail 
Shortface L anx 
Large-mantle Physa 


Common Name 


Brown's M icrocylloepus Riffle Beetle 
A Mayfly 

Tawny Crescent 

Gillette's Checkerspot 
Eastern Ringtail 

Subarctic D arner 

Ringed Emerald 
Brush-tipped Emerald 
Western Pondhawk 

Boreal Whiteface 

Subarctic Bluet 

Last Best Place D amselfly 

A Stonefly 

A Stonefly 

A Stonefly 

M eltwater Lednian Stonefly 
A Stonefly 

Western Glacier Stonefly 

A Stonefly 

Alexander's Rhyacophilan C addisfly 
A Caddisfly 

A Rhyacophilan Caddisfly 
A Rhyacophilan Caddisfly 
An Agapetus C addisfly 
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Global 
Rank 


Global 
Rank 
Gl 


G3 
G4 
G3 
G5 
G5 
G5 
G5 
G5 
G5 
G5 


G4 
G4 
G4 
Gl 
G3 
G3 
G4 
G2 
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State 
Rank 


ESA USFS BLM 


ESA USFS BLM 


